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Abstract

The Shabih-khani (Ta’ziyah) is a ritual, narrative, poetic, and musical play that
emerged from the mourning of Iranian Shiites for their third leader and was
formed around the Ashura incident of 61 AH in Karbala (a region in present-day
Iraq), which led to his martyrdom and the martyrdom of seventy-two of his
companions by the Umayyad army. It is a play that relies on symbols and con-
ventions in the text and performance, and is the only traditional Iranian play that
has a written text.

This ritual performance has close ties to ancient Iranian mythological and mys-
tical thought and literature, reflecting mystical ideas that have gained popular
interpretation. The shabihnameh(text) of Mansour Hallaj, which is sometimes
referred to when discussing the mystical thought hidden in the Ta’ziyah gather-
ings in research on this traditional-ritual performance, is one of the 1,055 man-
uscripts of the Shabih-khani gatherings that are kept in the Vatican Library. This
text was first translated into French by the famous French scholar Louis Mas-
signon and published in the journal “Islamic Studies” in 1955.

This Majles(play) was most likely composed in the late Qajar period and is at-
tributed to Mir Ezai Kashani, one of the most prominent writers of the Qajar era.
Unlike familiar texts, this Shabih-khani focuses on the martyrdom of a famous
Iranian mystic during the Abbasid period in the Islamic Empire, exploring the
continuity of mystical thought in Islamic society. It links this story to famous
mystics such as Shams Tabrizi and Mulla Rumi (Molavi) through an imagina-
tive narrative. Re-studying this text from the perspective of mystical wisdom is
primarily due to the importance that this text has in demonstrating the capacities
available in Shabih-khani, because the imaginative power of the Ta’ziyeh poet in
this text, by disrupting the historical process and linking the peaks of mysticism
to express the continuity of this thought, has turned it into a rare example in the
history of Iranian literature and dramatic literature And then, because Mansour
Hallaj’s Majles shows the transformations that emerged in this type of perfor-
mance with the diversity of themes during the peak of Ta’ziyah in the mid-Qajar
era, developments that, if continued, could have led to brilliant results in Iranian
performance, the author, in this critical study, seeks to find answers to these
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