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Abstract

Nature has long stood as the foundational source of inspiration across all branch-
es of traditional crafts. The human inclination toward processing natural mate-
rials—guided by a profound admiration for the forms, patterns, and structures
observed in the natural world—has led to the creation of handmade artifacts
that mirror this beauty while serving functional purposes. This intrinsic relation-
ship between human creativity and nature is one of the main reasons traditional
crafts, as a hybrid of art and industry, have endured for thousands of years. These
crafts represent a vast and intricate universe, encompassing an extraordinary
diversity of materials, techniques, and products. Each specific discipline within
this broad realm unfolds a new dimension, offering endless possibilities for ex-
ploration and expression.

Glass, among all natural materials, holds a particularly unique and captivating
position due to its distinctive visual and physical properties—transparency, re-
flectivity, fluidity when heated, and solid brittleness when cooled. These char-
acteristics, when thoughtfully explored and utilized, allow artists and artisans
to produce truly remarkable works of art. However, creating glass pieces that
authentically reflect their essence and full potential is not a simple undertaking.
It requires not only high-quality raw materials but also designs that respond
appropriately to the nature of glass, along with specialized technical knowledge
that aligns with current production standards and aesthetic sensibilities.

In today’s interconnected world—where access to information, resources, and
global design trends is more readily available than ever before—there seems to
be less justification for the stagnation or regression of glassmaking as a tradition-
al art form. Nevertheless, a noticeable decline in both the quality and innovation
of glass products in Iran’s traditional workshops suggests that the challenges run
deeper than mere material shortages or logistical limitations. While international
sanctions and restrictions on importing essential refining agents and high-per-
formance refractory materials are undoubtedly part of the problem, they do not
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fully account for the evident shortcomings observed in the final products.
Indeed, a wide range of variables affects the outcome in traditional glassmak-
ing—from the composition and design of the furnace and its materials to the
selection of raw substances, design processes, production techniques, and mar-
keting strategies. What is particularly striking in many contemporary Iranian
workshops is an explicit limitation in creative design. The repetition of tradi-
tional forms with only minor variations has become common, signaling a lack
of innovation and artistic evolution. Such homogeneity not only diminishes the
aesthetic appeal of the works but also restricts their commercial viability in both
domestic and international markets.

A comparative analysis between functional glass products produced in Iran and
those created in prominent glassmaking countries reveals a significant gap in
creativity, quality, and user engagement. One critical reason for this discrep-
ancy appears to be the marginalization—or complete absence—of profession-
al designers and artists in the production cycle. Without their involvement, the
potential of glass as a medium for meaningful and innovative design remains
underexplored. This omission results in missed opportunities to create function-
al objects that are not only technically sound but also artistically distinguished.
Given Iran’s rich and influential history in the art of glassmaking, one might ex-
pect the country to hold a respected place on the global stage. Historical artifacts
bear witness to Iran’s deep heritage and craftsmanship, particularly during the
Islamic Golden Age, when Persian glass was renowned across regions. Howev-
er, in the present day, Iranian glasswork neither garners international recognition
nor commands strong domestic demand. This decline calls into question the
long-term sustainability of the field and demands a thoughtful re-evaluation of
its current practices.

To address these concerns, this study adopts an applied, descriptive-analytical
approach to contribute to the preservation and revitalization of traditional glass-
making in Iran. Specifically, the research focuses on identifying the barriers to
quality production in contemporary workshops and emphasizes the critical role
that design can play in elevating the standard of output. It draws upon qualitative
methods, combining literature review with fieldwork—including direct observa-
tion, studio visits, and interviews with glassmakers—to assess the current state
of the industry through the lens of design and functionality.

The primary fieldwork was conducted in Tehran, widely recognized as the cen-
tral hub for traditional glassmaking in Iran today. Active workshops in the region
were selected as the research population. Data gathered from these sites revealed
a pattern of recurring challenges: limited access to skilled designers, a lack of
innovative design methodologies, traditionalist attitudes that resist change, in-
terference from untrained individuals in production processes, subpar raw mate-
rials, restricted creative freedom, and inadequate institutional support or policy
backing.

The findings point to an apparent disconnect between design potential and man-
ufacturing practice. While many artisans possess impressive technical skills and
a deep understanding of glass behavior, they often lack the design literacy and
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collaborative infrastructure necessary to transform their technical know-how
into marketable, compelling products. Bridging this gap requires integrated ef-
forts—educational programs to train designers in traditional materials, policies
to support artisan-designer collaboration, and investments to upgrade both pro-
duction facilities and material quality.

In conclusion, this research underscores the importance of repositioning design
at the core of the glassmaking process. Doing so not only enhances product qual-
ity and market relevance but also reaftirms the cultural and artistic identity of
Iranian glassmaking in a rapidly globalizing world. With the right strategies and
support systems in place, Iran’s traditional glassmaking can reclaim its historical
prestige and continue to evolve as a vibrant, sustainable art industry.

Keywords: Applied art, Traditional glassmaking, Blown glass, Glass design,
Tehran glassmaking
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