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Abstract

Tark is a city in Miyaneh and serves as the center of Kandavan village. This city
is located 26 km northeast of the Miyaneh. The most significant work left in
Tark City is its stone mosque. Historical mosques are considered one of Iran's
most important cultural and national heritages, which have been left to us by the
past. These valuable buildings are damaged and neglected in the flood of events,
so it is necessary to think of a plan to preserve and record these works. One of
these valuable mosques is the stone mosque in the village of Tark. In Turkish and
among the local people, this mosque is known as "Dash Mechid." Dash means
stone, and Mechid means mosque. The exact date of construction of the build-
ing is not specified, but the stone inscriptions date 1282 AH, which seems to be
related to the reconstruction of the building. However, some sources mention an
older date, around the first century AH, with all the different opinions about the
date of construction of the building. The construction date of the Grand Mosque
of Tark, which is registered in the list of national monuments of Iran under the
name "Grand Mosque of the Upper Tark Village," was determined by the Cultur-
al Heritage Organization to be from the late Ilkhanid period and was registered
as one of the national monuments of Iran in 1348 AH. Tark Stone Mosque in Mi-
yaneh City is one of the few stone mosques in Iran, known for its stone construc-
tion and distinctive decorations. This article aims to answer research questions:
How are the archi-tectural decorations of the Tark stone mosque? And What is
the history of Tark Stone Mosque? - It has used the descriptive-historical re-
search method. Collect—ing information in the field research, photographing the
mosque building, inter—viewing, and referring to written sources. The purpose
of the research is to study the stone mosque of Tark from a historical point of
view of how the building was built and to examine the stone decorations in the
mosque. The research has yielded an unknown construction date for the build-
ing. However, the date 1865 was engraved on the inscriptions of the building in
the reconstruction of the mosque after two earthquakes. The stone mosque is a
nave mosque built with brick and stone materials. The architectural elements in
this mosque include the nave of the building with 19 stone columns, a courtyard
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with two entrances, a dome, three sanctuaries, a minaret, and the tomb of the
founder of the building. The nave is built with arches of five and seven arches
and a clerestory arch with bricks. The mosque pillars are carved from stone in
three parts: the base of the column, the body, and the capital. These columns
have simple and square carvings in the base and body. The capitals are divided
into four categories in terms of decorations: 1- simple capital, 2- capital with
simple muqarnas carving, 3- capital with geometric and plant motifs, and 4- cap-
ital with simple muqarnas and plant motifs. The mosque has a large sanctuary in
the middle and two smaller sanctuaries around it. The main sanctuary is carved
with large, integrated stones. The carvings on the altar are classified into four
categories: 1- simple muqarnas, 2- carved inscriptions with geometric and plant
motifs, 3- carvings with plant motifs, and 4- altar motifs. On the southwest side
of the mosque is the tomb of the mosque's founder, and a stone inscription on the
mosque's wall indicates the founders' names and the date of the mosque's recon-
struction in 1282 AH. The entrance to the mosque's nave, the entrance and inte-
rior walls are made of stone and decorated with stone carvings. The decorations
in the entrance to the nave are divided into five categories: 1- geometric motifs,
2- geometric and knotted motifs, 3- geometric and plant motifs, 4- scissors mo-
tifs, 5- calligraphy motifs in Thuluth and Nastaliq scripts. The calligraphy lines
in this collection include the prayer of Nad Ali, the names of the five members of
the Aale Abaa, parts of Surah Al-Qasas and Surah Al-Ma'idah, and some poems.

Keywords: Tark stone mosque, Jameh mosque of Tark, Tark city, Miyaneh City
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