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Abstract

Since the 1980s, a burgeoning interest in slavery and its attendant racial prej-
udices has emerged among art historians. Concurrently, race has become par-
amount in contemporary art and broader cultural discourse. The institution of
slavery in Iran possesses a history extending to pre-Islamic eras, encompassing
a diverse spectrum of enslaved individuals, including female captives or concu-
bines. Concubines in the Timurid era were in nine different social positions, but
only those who were the focus of literary texts were represented in paintings.
This visual representation varied according to the importance of the social posi-
tion of the concubines so that luxurious and artistic concubines were represented
in multiple groups and on the margins of the images.

In contrast, mistress and servant concubines were represented singly near the
center of the image. Ultimately, it was concluded that Timurid's painting, em-
phasizing the connection with literary texts, preferred to represent concubines
who were the focus of stories, and the position of representation in the image's
composition also corresponded to their social position. This research delves into
the visual representation of concubines within the realm of Timurid miniature
painting, examining the intricate relationship between their social standing and
their portrayal. Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology and drawing
upon library resources, the study categorizes concubines as delineated in Per-
sian literature before scrutinizing their depictions in Timurid art. The findings
illuminate a hierarchical structure among concubines during the Timurid period,
with nine distinct social strata identified. However, the research reveals a selec-
tive focus on miniature painting, with only those concubines prominently fea-
tured in literary narratives receiving visual representation. The visual treatment
of concubines varies significantly based on their social rank. Those of elevated
status, characterized by luxury and artistic association, are frequently depicted in
collective groupings at the periphery of compositions. Conversely, concubines
occupying positions of affection or servitude are often isolated and positioned
closer to the image's center. This study concludes that In literary texts, maids
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were placed in nine different social positions, including servant maids, maids
as sexual objects, cooks and courtesans, maids to display wealth, unfaithful
and lustful maids, concubines, mistresses, offering maids, and artist maids, the
characteristics and social positions of each of which were explained in detail.
However, in the paintings of this period, only servant maids, artists, mistresses,
and luxury maids are depicted differently in the images based on their social
positions. Artists and luxury maids are primarily represented in groups and on
the margins of the images and have an additional role. They are arranged in pro-
portions with the main element in a way that emphasizes the important subject
of the image.

On the other hand, depending on the type of literary narrative, mistresses and
servant maids enter the main structure of the image from a marginal position
and are often in main proportion with the important elements of the image. The
painter has paid much more attention to depicting this type of maidservant and
has tried to place them in interaction with other important parts of the image.
Finally, it can be concluded that Timurid painting, due to its connection with
literary texts, prefers to represent maidservants who are of interest in stories,
and the status of representation in the composition of the image also has a direct
relationship with the social status of these maidservants

Keywords: Concubines, Timurid miniature, Representational theory, Social sta-
tus
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