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Abstract

This article examines and reinterprets Giovanni di Paolo di Grazia’s paintings
of Hell from Dante’s Divine Comedy through Gérard Genette’s hyper-textuality
approach. Giovanni di Paolo, a renowned Italian medieval painter, utilized his
strong imagination and artistic skills to create intriguing illustrations of Dante’s
Inferno. These paintings are notable not only for their meticulous detail and
unique artistic style but also for their profound and symbolic interpretation of
the original text. Gérard Genette’s hyper-textuality approach allows us to ana-
lyze the intertextual connections and reciprocal influences between literary and
artistic texts. This article examines the transfer and transformation of Dante’s
infernal concepts in Giovanni di Paolo’s paintings using the outlined approach.
This analysis demonstrates how di Paolo reinterpreted and expanded Dante’s
literary concepts using his visual elements and distinctive style, giving them a
new dimension. Conducted qualitatively and descriptively through literature re-
view and documentary sources, this analysis addresses the similarities between
existing visual works and Dante’s texts, as well as the changes based on their
components. In this research, four works of illustration by the artist of the Siena
School were analyzed as examples, and the research results showed that, in most
of the examined images, there is a Hyper-textual aspect of the type of imitation.
In some cases, the aspect of transformation is observed. This article aims to pro-
vide a novel and comprehensive perspective on the relationship between literary
works and visual arts and explain how these fields influence each other. This
study can contribute to a deeper understanding of creative processes and cultural
interactions in different historical periods. In the first and second images, the hy-
per-textual relationship in the infernal elements is of the quantitative-reduction
type of tragonism. In the third and fourth images, hellish elements exhibit slight
contrast and bear similarities or imitations to the previous two images. Accord-
ing to these images and comparing them with the text of the book Divine Com-
edy by Dante Alighieri, it was found that the visual artist changed the elements
of the story based on his mental or imaginative perception, the most important
of which can be the design of the main characters’ clothes and the selection of
scenes. The artist followed medieval Gothic traditions, particularly those of the
Siena school, focusing on detailed designs of human, animal, and natural forms.
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2. Siena.

4. Expressionist.

6. Dante Alighieri.

8. Purgatorio.

10. Hypertextuality.

12. Julia Kristeva.

14. The Sienese School.
16. www.britannica.com.

1. Giovanni di Paolo di Grazia.
3. Mannerism.

5. Divine Comedy.

7. Paradiso.

9. Inferno.

11. Gérard Genette.

13. Intertextuality.

15. British library.

17. www.finestresull’arte.info.
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19. Contructivism. 20. Roland Barthes.

21. Claude Lévi-Strauss. 22. Bricolage.

23. Mikhail Bakhtin. 24. Derivation.

25. Palinsests. 26. Imitation.

27. Transformation. 28. Quantitive Transformation.
29. Pragmative Transformation. 30. Reduction.

31. Augmentation. 32. Transmodalization.

33. Transvaluation. 34. Transmotivation.

35. Remotivation. 36. Demotivation.

37. Transmotivation. 38. Doccio di Buoninsegna.
39. Maesta. 40. Del Pugio.

41. Doccio. 42. Taodi di Bartolo.

43. Madonna con gli angeli. 44. Gentile da Fabriano.
45. Madonna of Humility. 46. San Gianbattista.

47. National Gallery,London.

48. The Annunciation with The Expulsion of Adam and Eva
from Paradise.

49. St Catherine.

51. Metropolitan Museum of Art.
52. Donatello.

54. Santa Maria di Servi. 55. crucifixion.

56. Pizicaioli. 57. Pinacoteca di Siena.
58. The Presentation of Christ in the Temple.

59. Saint John the Baptis. 60. Miracle of St. Nicholas.
61. Berto. 62. Casio.

63. San Givanni. 64. Libicoco.

50. The Madonna and Child.

53. Ghiberti.
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