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Abstract

Embroidery is a fabric embellishment technique practiced globally, particularly
in Eastern and traditional societies. This embellishment enhances aesthetics, pro-
longs garment lifespan, and reflects the wearer’s beliefs and identity. The foun-
dation of cultural significance underlying each pattern in traditional embroidery
encompasses the artisan’s intellectual heritage, associated rituals and beliefs, lo-
cal geography and nature, integrated stitching techniques, application contexts,
execution methods, and the range of colors employed. Each element distinctly
characterizes traditional embroidery as its specialized branch. The presence of
similar stitching techniques can make it difficult to distinguish between styles.
In such cases, comparative analysis of embroidery styles becomes invaluable in
highlighting both commonalities and unique traits of each decorative element
and enlightens their distinct identities. Historically, the interplay of trade, mi-
gration, and shared borders between Iran and India has fostered significant cul-
tural ties between the two countries. In this context, similarities can be drawn
between the artistic and cultural traits of the Baluchi people of Iran and those
of the communities in southern and western regions of India. Therefore, this
research explores the decorative similarities between the heavy stitching from
Sistan and Baluchistan in Iran and the Kasuti embroidery from Karnataka in In-
dia, focusing on execution methods and thematic content through a comparative
analysis of similar patterns. The study’s purpose is, thus, to perform a formal and
thematic comparison of selected patterns of Iranian heavy stitching with Indian
Kasuti embroidery. This analysis is necessary because some contemporary art-
ists, notably less informed non-natives, mistakenly see these embroidery styles
as identical or interchangeable because of similarities in their designs. Holding
such misconceptions, they adopt the entire Kasuti patterns and proceed with
heavy stitching, thus giving the Indian design an Iranian identity. This results in
new designs inaccurately labeled as Baluchi embroidery. A detailed comparative
study is essential to resolve the ambiguity in blending styles, as it risks distorting
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the authentic essence and characteristics of Baluchi embroidery. This study will
preserve the distinct identity of each style by examining the form and meaning
of the motifs, as well as the stitching techniques used.

Significant differences in color and execution techniques for filling background
patterns are essential for accurate identification. This leads to the question: How
do the execution methods and thematic content of Baluchi heavy stitching and
Kasuti embroidery compare, both formally and conceptually? Using a descrip-
tive-analytical approach, this study conducts a detailed comparative analysis of
these two embroidery styles, employing qualitative data analysis techniques.
The collection of motifs for the Iranian embroidery was conducted through
fieldwork, whereas the Indian motifs were compiled using documentary meth-
ods. The study utilized a stratified probabilistic sampling method. The findings
reveal that the abstract motifs and decorative arrangements in both embroidery
styles are rich representations of the regional communities’ beliefs.

Regarding execution, Kasuti embroidery’s distinct Gavanti stitch allows for an
extensive variety of motifs compared to the heavy stitching used in its Iranian
counterpart. Conversely, while the stitches Murgi, Menthi, and Negi in Kasu-
ti roughly correspond to graduated stitching (also known as blackwork), Asan
Tankha (similar to cross-stitch), and heavy stitching (similar to satin stitch),
there is a notable difference in application. Specifically, Asan Tankha in heavy
stitching is primarily used to fill empty spaces. Whereas, the Menthi method
in Kasuti involves cross-stitching the entire pattern, contributing to a greater
diversity in motif creation. In a thematic comparison involving eight compara-
tive analyses between ten motifs from Baluchi heavy stitching and seven from
Kasuti embroidery, formal similarities were observed in seven instances, and
three demonstrated semantic correlations. This finding underscores the cultural
proximity between the two countries. Detailed analysis shows that motifs such
as the eight-petaled flower, leopard’s paw, and paisley in Iranian heavy stitching
semantically correspond to the water lily, tiger’s paw, and tree in Indian Kasuti
embroidery. While most of these motifs exhibit formal similarities, providing a
basis for comparison, exceptions exist; for instance, the Iranian leopard’s paw
and the Indian tiger’s paw are linked solely by their semantic proximity. Though
both embroidery styles deeply reflect cultural beliefs, convictions, and lifestyles,
Kasuti allows for more artistic freedom because of its diverse techniques, such
as running stitches and extensive use of cross-stitch in background filling. In
contrast, while Iranian heavy stitching and Indian mid-level embroidery pri-
marily feature abstract and conceptual forms, Kasuti, categorized as mid-level
embroidery, covers a smaller fabric surface with thread, compared to the dense
stitching characteristic of Baluchi’s work. However, in terms of motif design,
both styles reflect abstract themes that underscore the cultural affinity between
the communities of these regions.

Keywords: Embroidery of Iran, Embroidery of India, Heavy Stitching, Kasuti,
Motif
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