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Abstract

The connection of miniature with other arts has provided interdisciplinary stud-
ies, especially comparative and inter-textual studies. Inter-textual studies have
adopted different theoretical approaches in their historical course. This has led to
the expansion of the scope of studies. These theories can be seen in topics such
as Bakhtin's dialogism, Yulia Kristeva's creative intertextuality, Roland Barthes'
and Michael Rifater's and Genie's reading intertextuality, as well as Gérard Gen-
et's trans-textuality. In this sense, examining the inter-textual relationships of
different arts in a period can help explain the influence and effects of these arts.
Among the arts that flourished in the Safavid period, we can mention the re-
verse painting on glass and the miniature. Despite the closeness of time and their
historical and artistic importance, the influence and effects of the works of art
belonging to each have not been studied. The art of reverse painting on glass was
a decorative art, and after becoming prominent in European countries, it moved
to Asian countries and entered Iran in the Safavid period. Iranian artists found
a particular ability in this art, gave it a native color and flavor like miniature,
and popularized it. Iranian miniature flourished during the Safavid era with the
formation of different art schools concurrent with the political and social devel-
opments of the time.

Despite the closeness of time, the influence and effects of reverse painting on
glass and the miniature of the Safavid period have not been adequately stud-
ied. Also, its investigation and the relationship between different pictorial texts
with an inter-textual approach can lead the way in better explaining these rela-
tionships. Therefore, the current research aims to investigate the inter-textual
relationships in the mentioned artworks of the Safavid period based on Michael
Rifater's theory and tries to answer the main question of what inter-textual rela-
tionship exists between the art of reverse painting on glass and Safavid period
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miniature. As one of the prominent figures in inter-textuality, Michael Rifater
was inclined towards reading inter-textuality. Therefore, in Rifater'sopinion, the
reader is the central axis and builds inter-textuality.

The research method is descriptive-analytical, and the information was collected
using library and internet sources. The research findings show that according to
the reviewer's opinion and the central role of the audience in reading the text,
there is a possible inter-textuality between the reverse painting on glass and the
miniature of the Safavid period. The reverse painting on glass of this period
shows the influence of other visual texts while maintaining its unique charac-
teristics.

Keywords: Art of the Safavid period, Reverse painting on glass, Miniature, In-
ter-textuality, Michael Rifater
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